Dreaming the Myth Onwards

Dreaming the Myth Onwards shows how a revised appreciation of myth can
enrich our daily lives, our psychological awareness and our human relationships. Lucy Huskinson and her contributors explore the interplay
between myth and Jungian thought and practice, demonstrating the philosophical and psychological principles that underlie our experience of psyche
and world.
Contributors from multidisciplinary backgrounds throughout the world
come together to assess the contemporary relevance of myth, in terms of its
utility, its effectual position within Jungian theory and practice, and as a
general approach for making sense of life. As well as examining the more
conscious facets of myth, this volume discusses the unconscious psychodynamic `processes of myth', including active imagination, transference and
countertransference, to illustrate just how these mythic phenomena give
meaning to Jungian theory and therapeutic experience.
This rigorous and scholarly analysis showcases fresh readings of central
Jungian concepts, updated in accordance with shifts in the cultural and
epistemological concerns of contemporary western consciousness. Dreaming
the Myth Onwards will be essential reading for practising analysts and
academics in the ®eld of the arts and social sciences.
Lucy Huskinson is Lecturer in Philosophy of Religion at the University of
Wales, Bangor, and Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, Monash University, Australia; the Philosophy
Program, La Trobe University, Australia; and the Centre for Psychoanalytic Studies, University of Essex, UK. Her ®rst book is Nietzsche and
Jung: The Whole Self in the Union of Opposites (Routledge, 2004).

`This book will come as a revelation to some readers and as a relief to
others. As a most remarkable and astonishing array of perspectives and
differing styles of thinking, all offered in the name of C. G. Jung . . . it is
about much more than Jungian mythological perspectives. It is also about
image, imagination, psychological narrative, and the theory and practice of
Jungian analysis . . . a kaleidoscopic richness of Jungiana!'
David L. Miller, PhD, Watson-Ledden Professor, Emeritus,
Syracuse University, New York, Core Faculty Member,
Retired, Paci®ca Graduate Institute, California
`Dreaming the Myth Onwards is a timely and thoughtful collection of essays
by a distinguished group of Jungian scholars and analysts. The articles
stimulate, provoke and challenge us to review our clicheÂs about the relation
of myth to modernity ± a most useful exercise indeed, and terribly relevant
to where we are headed in the twenty-®rst century.'
Murray Stein, PhD, Training Analyst at the International School for
Analytical Psychology in Zurich, and author of Jung's Map of the Soul
`While reading Dreaming the Myth Onwards with great interest, the
following sentence in one of Jung's letters came to mind: ``The systematic
elaboration of my ideas which were often just thrown out, is a task for
those who come after me'' [Letter to Jolande Jacobi, 24th September 1948].
To be sure, the contributors to this book take such a task very seriously,
but they achieve more than this. Inspired by Jung's ideas, they ``dream''
and also ``think'' them onwards, and put forward creative ideas about the
interpretation of myth and modernity, together with some new readings of
Jung's most original theories.'
Mario Jacobi, PhD, Training Analyst at the International School for
Analytical Psychology in Zurich, and author of Individuation and
Narcissism: The Psychology of Self in Jung and Kohut

Dreaming the Myth Onwards

New directions in Jungian therapy
and thought

Edited by
Lucy Huskinson

First published 2008
by Routledge
27 Church Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 2FA
Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada
by Routledge
270 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016

This edition published in the Taylor & Francis e-Library, 2007.
“To purchase your own copy of this or any of Taylor & Francis or Routledge’s
collection of thousands of eBooks please go to www.eBookstore.tandf.co.uk.”
Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group an informa business
Copyright Ø 2008 Selection and editorial matter, Lucy Huskinson; individual
chapters, the contributors
Paperback cover design by Lisa Dynan
Paperback cover image Ø Bettmann/CORBIS
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.
This publication has been produced with paper manufactured to strict
environmental standards and with pulp derived from sustainable forests.
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Dreaming the myth onwards : new directions in Jungian therapy and thought
/ edited by Lucy Huskinson.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-415-43837-7 (hardback) ± ISBN 978-0-415-43838-4 (pbk.)
1. Myth±Psychological aspects. 2. Jung, C. G. (Carl Gustav), 1875±1961.
I. Huskinson, Lucy, 1976±
BF175.5.M95D74 2008
150.19©54±dc22
2007026729

ISBN 0-203-93828-3 Master e-book ISBN
ISBN: 978-0-415-43837-7 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-415-43838-4 (pbk)

for Ann and the firespitter

Contents

Contributors
Acknowledgements
Note on the text
1

Introduction: ordinarily mythical

ix
xiii
xv
1

LUCY HUSKINSON

PART 1

Directing onwards

19

2

21

Compelled to create: the courage to go beyond
NIHAN KAYA

PART 2

Changing faces of myth

31

3

33

Exploring the mythical realities of Psyche
VINCENZO SANGUINETI

4

The myth of Themis and Jung's concept of the Self

46

ANN SHEARER

5

Imagining transcendence at the end of modernity: Jung and
Derrida

58

DAVID TACEY

6

Jung as a writer of myth, discourse and the healing of
modernity
SUSAN ROWLAND

69

viii

Contents

7 Does myth (still) have a function in Jungian studies?
Modernity, metaphor, and psycho-mythology

81

MICHAEL VANNOY ADAMS

8 Bringing myth back to the world: the future of myth in
Jungian psychology

91

ROBERT A. SEGAL

PART 3

Myths at play
9 Active imagination in Answer to Job

107
109

LEON SCHLAMM

10 Active imagination and countertransference enchantment:
space and time within the analytic frame

122

JOY SCHAVERIEN

11 The image emerging: the therapist's vision at a crucial point
of therapy

132

KONOYU NAKAMURA

PART 4

Psychic revisions: towards a new mythology

143

12 Envisaging animus: an angry face in the consulting room

145

PHIL GOSS

13 Plato's Echo: a feminist re®guring of the anima

156

FRANCES GRAY

14 Re-imagining the child: challenging social constructionist
views of childhood

168

SHIHO MAIN

15 Discourse of illness or discourse of health: towards a
paradigm shift in post-Jungian clinical theory

181

BIRGIT HEUER

16 Evoking the embodied image: Jung in the age of the brain

191

HONOR GRIFFITH

Index

207

Contributors

Lucy Huskinson is Lecturer in Philosophy of Religion at the University of
Wales, Bangor, and Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Comparative
Literature and Cultural Studies, Monash University, Australia; the
Philosophy Program, La Trobe University, Australia; and the Centre for
Psychoanalytic Studies, University of Essex, UK. Her ®rst book is
Nietzsche and Jung: The Whole Self in the Union of Opposites (Routledge,
2004).
Michael Vannoy Adams (DPhil, LCSW) is a Jungian Psychoanalyst in New
York City. He is a Clinical Associate Professor at the New York University Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis and
a faculty member at the Jungian Psychoanalytic Association. He has
published three books: The Multicultural Imagination: `Race', Color, and
The Unconscious; The Mythological Unconscious; and The Fantasy Principle: Psychoanalysis of the Imagination. He has received three Gradiva
Awards from the National Association for the Advancement of
Psychoanalysis. His website is: http://www.jungnewyork.com
Phil Goss is a Jungian analyst in private practice in the north of England and
a Senior Lecturer in Counselling and Psychotherapy at the University of
Central Lancashire. His recent publications include a paper `Discontinuities in the male psyche: waiting, deadness and disembodiment: archetypal and clinical approaches' (Journal of Analytical Psychology, 2006)
and a chapter for Education and Imagination (Routledge, forthcoming).
Frances Gray (PhD) holds a PhD in Philosophy from the Australian
National University. She teaches philosophy at the University of New
England in Armidale, NSW, Australia. Her research publications include
articles on feminism and on philosophy of religion. Her book, Jung,
Irigaray, Individuation is published by Routledge (2007).
Honor Grif®th (PhD) is a Jungian psychotherapist in private practice in
British Columbia, Canada. She is author of `Jung and Postmodernism:
Bridging the Self-Other Divide', in Psychology at the Threshold (eds.

